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detected early.   If an animal becomes lame under these circumstances, it is possible that the foot is infected.
DEHORNING CATTLE
The practice of dehorning cattle is universal. Many reasons are given why cattle should be dehorned. They are easier to handle. They are not likely to injure one another. They are not so dangerous to the owner or caretaker. Some think that the animal presents a better appearance, and at least they are more uniform.
Dehorning may be performed in three ways. The horns may be prevented from developing when the calf is only a few days old. Many farmers prefer this method because it is far easier and more humane. If the horns are not removed until they are fully developed, they must be cut off by sawing or clipping. Rare instances have been reported when men have thrown an animal and chopped the horns off with an ax. Anyone doing this is guilty of the grossest brutality.
Dehorning with caustic stick
This is the simplest, easiest, most humane, and best way to dehorn an animal. It might not apply to range conditions, but it does on the average dairy or stock farm. The objection to this method is that it takes too much time, but it leaves a much better developed head and prevents fly-time dehorning troubles.
All that is needed to perform this operation is a stick of caustic soda or caustic potash. These come in pencil form and can usually be secured from any drug-store. Besides, one will require a pair of scissors, a small jar of vaseline, and a tumbler of water. The calf to be dehorned should be from four to ten days old. This, of course, may vary somewhat. At this age the horn button or germ is loosely attached to the skull.
Feel around where the horn ought to be, until the horn button is located. Clip the hair over and around the but-